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engine, also protected, was In the middle between the
two tracks.
The railway line which runs from Talavera de la Reina
to Madrid had been specially repaired to allow of the
passage of the armoured train, but the track was occa-
sionally on an embankment and occasionally in a cutting.
Each time the guns of the train might have been useful
it was found to be in a cutting, and each time the enemy
artillery fire was dangerous the track was on an embank-
ment, and so the train could not move forward. When
on my way back I arrived at the level crossing south
of Cabanas de la Sagrada, I saw the tram drawn up in
a cutting. It had gone forward past Villaluenga and
Azana towards Illescas, and then had returned at full
speed. The lieutenant in charge asked us for news of
what had been happening. "I have been shut up in that
beastly thing,55 he said, "and I do not know where we
are. I have just seen great activity at Illescas, and I do
not know whether the enemy are not going to counter-
attack." He was relieved but none too pleased, all the
same, when we told him that Illescas had been taken an
hour or more previously, and that the activity he had
seen was that of his own troops.
It must not be thought, however, that the Reds took
everything lying down, but merely that their counter-
attacks when launched were nearly always at the wrong
strategic point and nearly always badly handled, though
occasionally pushed forward with great violence. Indeed,
the Reds had the usual bravery of untried and ill-trained
troops. They would charge forward through heavy fire
and would fight extremely well until there came either
an adverse incident or till they felt tirsd and feared for
the safety of their retreat. They would then suddenly
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